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is just one of the rewards of owning a fractional property. You can enjoy all 

the glorious seasons in Ontario’s cottage country without the worries and 

headaches that come with sole ownership. Luxurious amenities, quality 

furnishings, a variety of accommodations, and the unrivaled experience of a 

natural waterfront are now more available than ever before. Inside, you’ll 

learn there’s something for everyone, from younger families to retired couples. 

Summer, fall, winter and spring, your getaway is ready and waiting.

Fractional Properties
a guide to vacation ownership

peaceful fall day spent canoeing on still waters

a getaway 
for all seasons
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F
ractional properties in Ontario 
are located in prime cottage 
country, which makes them a 
very desirable destination in the 

summer months. But talk to Lesley 
Byrne and her husband, Richard Bing-
ham, and they’ll tell you the other 
seasons can be even more enjoyable. 
A year-and-a-half ago they bought a 
one-tenth share in a three-bedroom 
cottage in a 19-cottage development 
in Haliburton and they are extremely 
satisfied with all their intervals.

“In the fall the colours are gor-
geous, but I really love the winter best. 
You can ski, both cross-country and 
downhill, snowshoe, dog-sled, skate 
and walk out on the lake,” says Lesley, 
who is a Toronto-based communica-
tions consultant. Richard, a college 
professor, likes the fact that all main-
tenance is looked after by a manage-
ment company. “In winter the road in 
is plowed. That’s golden,” he says. “In 
a sole-ownership situation, you’d have 
to hire someone to do that.”

The couple own five weeks per year, 
with one week that is guaranteed in 
the summer. The other four are divided 
up throughout the other three seasons. 
Says Lesley, “In fall, winter and spring 
it’s a lot more quiet because other 
people on the lake tend to just stay the 
weekend, not the whole week.” 

Child friendly
Part of the reason they bought a 

cottage property was their 5-year-old 
son, Liam. “I wanted a place where 
he’d feel comfortable to explore his 
surroundings and be a little freer than 
in the city,” explains Lesley. “There 
you can barely play in the front yard 
without a parent hovering over you. 
The first spring we spent at the cot-
tage, it was rainy but it didn’t matter. 

He wanted to explore the waterfront, 
throw rocks in and find snails. He was 
completely comfortable and I was, 
too, because I knew he was safe and 
knew where everything was.” 

Amenities
The cottage amenities include high-

quality furnishings, a fully equipped 
kitchen, linens, towels, satellite TV and 
phone service, and in the future there 
will be Internet access. As well, there 
is a playground, boat dock, swim raft, 
tennis and basketball courts, bicycles, 
kayaks, canoes, paddleboats, row-

boats, a walking trail and, in winter, 
a skating rink. It’s the service, though, 
that Lesley likes best. “When we leave 
we don’t have to clean, and when we 
arrive the house is dusted and shining. 
That doesn’t happen when it’s your 
own cottage. When we arrive we can 
sit down and have dinner and go to 
bed. It’s all waiting for us.”

Buying versus renting
The couple looked at cottages to 

buy many years ago, but according to 
Lesley, getting “something nice on the 
lakefront and not five hours from To-
ronto” was far too expensive. “For a 

long time we rented,” she recalls. “I 
thought I could find the perfect place 
to go back to, but that didn’t happen. 
[Then] I saw an ad in the newspaper 
and thought a fractional property 
makes more sense financially. You’re 
not tying up a lot of money, and over 
a decade the cost works out to the 
equivalent of five rentals a year.” 

Lesley considers the yearly mainte-
nance fee of $2,000 a small price to 
pay for the convenience of fresh lin-
ens, cleaning, repairs, landscaping and 
overall care of the property. She re-
members the “huge snowstorm” one 

winter when they were at their cot-
tage. “The following morning, the 
snowplow came through and cleared 
out our driveway, and they even took 
out a hand plow and cleared the snow 
all the way to our stairway,” she says. 
“That was my money at work.”  

Another time they went up, in the 
spring, they found the dock broken 
due to frost and the lake freezing. 
When they returned three weeks lat-
er, it had been repaired. “What you 
really get is all the good stuff and very 
little of the bad stuff,” says Richard. 
“My grandparents had a cottage 150 
kilometres outside of the city. My dad 

hated going up because there was 
always something to fix.”

Value
In the 18 months since they’d 

bought their share, it has risen by 
around seven per cent in value, ac-
cording to Lesley. “That’s perfectly 
reasonable. After 10 years, if it holds 
value, I’m still ahead of the game,” 
she says. “Even though we’ve paid 
the yearly maintenance fee, that fee 
is equivalent to renting for a week, so 
I will have had 10 years’ worth of va-
cations. And that’s only if it holds its 
value. I think it will increase; [other 
shares] in our development have.”

Ecological benefits
Sharing the property and its amenities 

means there is less consumption of ser-
vices and goods. “We aren’t one fam-
ily using one cottage that sits idle 10 
months of the year,” notes Lesley. “Be-
cause the development is shared with 
so many people, there is more efficient 
use of vacation space. We don’t use the 
same amount of land a sole ownership 
would. Plus, all the activity items like 
boats and life jackets are collectively 
owned by the corporation.”

A good choice
“I’ve been extremely happy with 

our share and am looking forward to 
going up again,” says Lesley. ”It’s con-
siderably more affordable than buying 
our own place and it’s worry-free. I’m 
not concerned about arriving in May 
and having critters living there and 
repairs that need to be done. It’s not 
going to fall apart because there is 
always somebody there.”

Maureen Littlejohn is a Toronto-
based freelance writer and editor.

A year-round vacation place
One family’s four-season experience By Maureen LittLejohn

Before you buy…
• Think about how far you want to drive.
•  Go and see the development to assess the property 

and its location.
• Make sure you like the region. 
•  Check the activities available both on-site and 

nearby.
•  Research the area, as well as the developer, on the 

Internet. 
• Talk to other owners and get their impressions.
• Find out if the developer has built other properties.
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G
reen is the colour of positive 
progress these days, and 
fractional-property devel-
opers are taking up the 

challenge of creating a more environ-
mentally friendly product. 

A fractional development can actu-
ally help support fragile ecosystems 
that make up much of cottage coun-
try. How so? Many fractionals are lo-
cated where older resorts used to be. 
When those resorts were constructed 
years ago, little attention was paid to 
environmental factors such as building 

setbacks, septic-bed maintenance and 
storm-water-management facilities. 

Since then, a major transformation 
has taken place, thanks to government 
regulations as well as state-of-the-art 
design features. Increasingly, old struc-
tures are demolished and potentially 
toxic materials properly discarded. In 
some cases, reusable materials are even 
donated to local charities such as Hab-
itat for Humanity. Old septic beds are 
removed in favour of, in the best pos-
sible scenario, water-treatment facilities 
or, at the very least, new and improved 

systems. Decaying docks and boat-
houses are replaced with new ones that 
comply with government standards 
and are far friendlier toward fish hab-
itats. In addition, new buildings are 
forced to conform to strict codes that 
keep them far enough away from the 
water, so they’ll do no physical harm 
to the environment and also be visu-
ally unobtrusive. 

Going green more than just  
smart marketing

On the green front, Ontario fraction-

al properties run the gamut, from de-
velopments that have won awards for 
their minimal environmental footprint 
to those that have applied green fea-
tures to every aspect of construction.

As owner Don Ekstrom, of Oakville, 
Ont., will vouch, there’s much more 
to the “greening” of fractional prop-
erties than savvy marketing. He and 
his wife, Wendy, purchased their pre-
ferred location for one simple reason: 
the developer had left intact the vast 
majority of majestic trees bordering 
the shoreline.

“One of the key factors influencing 
our decision to purchase was the fact 
that the developer had kept every-
thing so natural,” says Ekstrom. “We 
didn’t want concrete; we didn’t want 
everything looking like a well-groomed 
park. We wanted trees and a natural, 
unspoiled shoreline. And that’s what 
we got. That’s what attracted us to 
the area in the first place.” 

Ekstrom is also proud to point out 
that not long after he made his pur-
chase, the developer of his fractional 
property was honoured locally by On-
tario Heritage Trust, the provincial 
government agency that protects 
natural heritage resources, for being 
environmentally respectful of the re-
gion’s shoreline.  

“It feels good knowing that, in a 
way, I’ve played a part in the fact that 
my family can enjoy a waterfront many 
years from now, one that will be as 
beautiful as it is today.”

Kim Kerr is a Muskoka-based 
freelance writer. 

everything’s gone green 
Ontario’s fractional properties rise to eco-friendly challenge  By KiM Kerr

Fractionals offer variety of eco-friendly solutions
Fractional developments across ontario offer, in various degrees, a bounty of green features, 
including the following: 

n Heat and hydro Geothermal and 
solar-energy-generating systems are 
becoming more affordable and offer a 
safe, eco-friendly alternative to tradi-
tional power sources. 
n See the wood for the trees Many 
developments are recognizing the 
importance of leaving existing trees as 
they are, as much as possible. When 
removal is required, replanting programs 
are often implemented. 
n No cars, please—we’re green 
While at least one development has 
gone as far as banning the use of cars 
on-site altogether, others are joining the 
trend in providing solar-powered golf 
carts to get around. 
n Better by design Buildings are, in 
most cases, designed to be as energy-
efficient as possible—according to some 

developers, up to 40 or 50 per cent 
more so than conventional construction. 
For example, insulation with higher-
than-required ratings is being used to 
minimize internal temperature fluctua-
tions; this ultimately results in less 
energy required for heating and cooling. 
And for improved air quality indoors, 
emission-free finishes and furnishings 
are being utilized more and more. 
n The appliance of science Appli-
ances (stoves, fridges, dishwashers) will 
carry the Energy Star logo, ensuring that 
minimum energy consumption is re-
quired to run them. Energy-efficient light 
fixtures are also becoming the norm. 
n Better plumbing Dual-flush toilets 
are popular and some developments 
even boast on-site waste-water treat-
ment systems, which significantly 

reduces the impact on the environment.  
n A green clean Cleaning staff at the 
majority of locations are encouraged to 
use products known to be environmen-
tally friendly. 
n Reuse and recycle Guests are urged 
to utilize on-site blue bins and compost-
ing, which provides an alternative source 
of fertilizers for flower beds and lawns. 
Rainwater at some locations is being 
collected for irrigation purposes.  
n In trees we trust At least one 
fractional development in Ontario has 
established a 4,000-acre “land trust,” 
with the intention of increasing its size 
to 10,000 acres. The developers are 
aiming to make this sizable chunk of 
real estate a carbon reservoir that will 
keep heat-trapping greenhouse gases 
out of the atmosphere. 
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H
ave you heard the prover-
bial saying “Marry in haste, 
repent at leisure”? It is sage 
advice that can be applied 

to just about any situation in life, 
whether it’s choosing a partner or 
making a major purchase such as a 
fractional property.

When it comes to important and 
substantial financial investments, tak-

ing the time to do your homework 
pays off. Fractional properties come 
in a vast range of shapes and sizes, 
including price tags, and spending the 
time before making your purchase 
may prevent a lot of heartbreak and 
headaches later on. If you get it right 
the first time, you’ll find yourself en-
joying the many benefits of the frac-
tional lifestyle for years to come. 

The good news is that anyone pur-
chasing a fractional property in Can-
ada today can sleep soundly in the 
knowledge that hundreds of satisfied 
buyers have already charted the 
course. Fractional properties have 
been on the radar in Ontario since 
1999, with many developments al-
ready sold out or well into the con-
struction of their later phases. 

Advice from the young at heart
Mel and Bonnie Shear of Toronto 

wanted to own a piece of waterfront 
property for many years before fate 
led them to an ad for one of Ontario’s 
first fractional developments. A para-
legal by profession, Mel considered it 
necessary to do his due diligence be-
fore heading up for a visit. 

“We’ve always known we weren’t 
full-time cottage people,” says Mel 
from the comfort of his fractional 
property in Muskoka. “We’d talked 
about it long enough to know that 
a fractional would fit our lifestyle. 
The whole concept of worry-free 
holidaying was very appealing, so 
we knew  well before we jumped in 
the car and drove up and inspected 
it that if the quality was there and 
the comfort level was right, we could 
end up as owners. [And] it helped 
that we really like that part of the 
world.” 

The Shears’ “inspection” consisted 

The fractional buyer's guide 
Everything you need to know before taking the plunge By KiM Kerr

What to consider before you buy
Spend additional time asking your-
self the following questions about 
each and every fractional property 
on your shortlist: 

✔ Will it provide the freedom and 
flexibility you require?
✔ Does it have adequate, comfortable 
sleeping quarters for your family and 
guests?
✔ Does the property feel like “home 

away from home?”
✔ Will the developer allow you to  
talk to current owners about their 
experiences?
✔ Is it affiliated with an exchange 
company? If so, does the list of destina-
tions include the ones you like?
✔ Is there a staff member on-site around 
the clock in case of emergencies? 
✔ Is there an easily accessible place  
to store your belongings?

✔ Will you experience that “wow” 
factor every time you visit and, when 
you leave, a hint of sadness?
✔ How’s the view from your deck as 
well as from any room in the property?
✔ Does thinking about owning here 
make you feel good?
✔ Have prices gone up? If so, by  
how much?
✔ Is there an exit strategy for owners 
should they decide to get out?

istock
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of a tour, first and foremost, of the 
property itself. A model suite had been 
set up that enabled them to check out 
every detail of the Muskoka project, 
from the cutlery to the furnishings. To 
their delight, everything was “very 
high-end.” But it was the view that 
sold them. “The view was prime,” 
recalls Mel. “We fell in love with it 
right away.” 

They loved it so much, in fact, and 
were so confident that the fractional 
lifestyle was for them, that they paid 
a deposit on that first visit.

Did they have any regrets? “There 
were a few minor deficiencies that 
we found during our first summer—
small things—but these were quickly 
rectified. The relationship with the 
developer and management is so im-
portant, knowing they’re around to 
take care of any little problems that 
may arise,” he says. “So, no regrets 
at all.” 

All in the family
That was in 2004. Now, four years 

later, the Shears are the proud owners 
of a second fractional property, which 
is located at the opposite end of their 
favourite lake. They bought that prop-
erty the same day their son bought a 
share in it, making fractional owner-
ship, in their case, very much a family 
affair.

But this time, the couple took lon-

ger to make their purchase. After their 
first tour of this property in 2006, it 
took a further three visits before they 
were convinced that they were ready 
to commit a second time. 

“We bought our second interval 
based on experience,” says Mel. “We 
knew we needed more space for en-
tertaining and for privacy, and we 
wanted to be absolutely sure this 

would be available 
the second time 
around. Also, we’re 
very social. We like 
people, so having a 
few different places 
to mingle was im-
portant. Once we 
saw that the prom-
ised amenities were 
being built, the rest 
was history.”

Over the course of those four visits, 
the Shears, along with their son and 
his family, watched the development 
take shape exactly as promised by the 
builders. Impressed with what they 
saw, they dropped in at the site one 
rainy day, fell in love with it all over 
again and walked away as owners of 
a second interval.

“Yes, we could have saved a chunk 

of money had we bought earlier, but 
it was a question of timing,” explains 
Mel. “The best thing this time around 
was that our son’s family purchased 
an interval at the same time. Now we 
can share our time and experiences 
together.”

What’s his advice for future frac-
tional purchasers? “Make sure the 
location is right, and that the weeks 
selection process is easy to understand 
and fair for everyone. Also, find a law-
yer who knows something about frac-
tionals to check over your documents,” 
says Mel. 

The true test of whether you should 
buy or not, notes Mel, "is if the place 
is so attractive you can’t stand having 
to leave.”

Kim Kerr is a Muskoka-based 
freelance writer.

Be prepared: Fractional buying tips from a pro
Wendy Cleland knows a lot about 
fractional properties. Not only is she a 
realtor, she also owns two fractionals. 
“My husband, Bruce, and I bought the 
first one pre-construction seven years 
ago,” says the Muskoka-based real-
estate sales representative. 

Her first piece of advice: “If you think 
you’re a suitable candidate for fractional 
ownership, buy as early-on in the 
development as possible. We bought 
pre-construction because as soon as 
they start building, the price goes up. 
This happens each time a new phase is 
released, too.”

Although the couple purchased their 
first fractional strictly for pleasure, 
Wendy admits that their decision to 
purchase a second interval was based 
on its investment potential. “It is, after 
all, a piece of land and, traditionally, 

real estate has always been a good 
investment, especially in a softening 
market.” 

She also recommends that prospec-
tive purchasers consider the following 
important factors: 

IS THE pROpERTy dEEdEd? You want 
to know that the property is yours and 
can’t be taken away from you. That way, 
your investment has a better chance of 
appreciation and you can leave it to your 
family.
 
WHAT SIzE FRACTION IS BEING 
OFFEREd? Ask yourself exactly how 
many weeks you really need. If five 
weeks aren’t enough, consider buying 
two fractions if you can afford it. You 
can always rent out or exchange any 
weeks you can’t use.

IS THE dEVElOpmENT BuIlT yET? 
Take a tour and check out more than 
one unit. Inspect the furnishings, the 
cutlery…everything. It’s not like you’re 
able to choose these things—
[management does] that for you—so 
make sure they’re high-quality. If all 
that’s available is a model suite, ask how 
similar the final product will be. Check 
out the view. Ask questions about the 
developer, too.
 
WIll mAINTENANCE FEES  
INCREASE? What do the maintenance 
fees cover?  Will they go up? Are 
property taxes included?

SHOp AROuNd. Compare, compare, 
compare. There are lots of fractionals 
out there and they’re all different. Do 
your research. 

As a man is said to have a right to his property, he may be equally 

said to have a property in his rights.  

~James madison
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S
ummer vacation means so 
many different things to dif-
ferent people. The season re-
mains a popular time for trav-

elling and/or making use of a vacation 
home because children are out of 
school. But there are many individuals, 
couples and even families who prefer 
to take their holidays in fall, winter or 
spring—or for the lucky ones, in all 
four seasons. Fractional-ownership 
vacation properties offer the oppor-
tunity to do just that. 

While researching for fractions.ca, 
a resource website about fractional 
ownership in Ontario, I came across 
some vacation-home owners willing 
to share their stories on the ideal hol-
iday—scenarios that they obtained for 
a lot less money than the cost of a 
traditional second home.

Toronto residents Betty and Murray 
Walsh love the fall and winter. “We 
appreciate a good game of golf and 
swimming and paddling in the lake, 

especially with the heat and humidity 
of Toronto,” says Betty, who works for 
the City of Toronto as an administra-
tive assistant. Her husband, Murray, is 
a pilot at Air Canada. “But we’re more 
winter people than summer. At the 
fractional-ownership cottage we 
bought, we will cross-country ski, 
skate and snowshoe this winter. We 
look forward to hiking, wildlife watch-
ing, feeding the chickadees and 
breathing in the cool, crisp air.”

The Walshes used their first week 
at the cottage in June this year. “We 
spent last summer researching the 
fractional-ownership vacation proper-
ties available in Ontario, and by fall 
we had made our decision,” recalls 
Betty. “One of the main reasons was 
the four-season aspect of this group 
of cottages. We passed up many 
three-season developments that were 
more secluded because we look for-
ward to winter so much. I’m from 
Winnipeg and Murray’s from Quebec, 

Magic in all 
four seasons

Fractional properties allow you to  

enjoy a cottage year-round
By MyLeS LawLor

 AmENITIES

 Boats/Canoes/Kayaks 68%
 Beach 58%
 Sport Courts 47%
 Trails 37%
 Fitness Centre 37%
 Sauna/Jacuzzi 37%
 Docks 32%
 Games Room 32%
 Children’s Area 32%
 Indoor Pool 26%
 Winter Sports Facilities & Equip. 26%
 Bikes 21%
 Computer Area 21%
 Outdoor Pool 21%
 Spa 21%

 Clubhouse 16%
 Indoor Hot Tub 16%
 Bikes to Rent 11%
 Boat Launch Area 11%
 Outdoor Hot Tub 11%
 Theatres 11%

INTERVAlS

 5 Week Intervals 63%
 Other 16%
 3 or more 1%

EXCHANGE pROGRAm

 Interval International 21%
 RCI Exchange Program 16%
 Other Exchange Program 16%
 Future Exchange Program 1%
 ©2008 Media Pull Inc./fractions.ca

Amenities and intervals
 (2008 preliminary findings from 19 total Ontario properties surveyed by fractions.ca.)
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so we are both used to the white stuff. 
In the winter, we enjoy pulling away 
from the concrete jungle and heading 
to a place with real snow, not slush. 
We love winter views.”

Golf, a game that is especially en-
joyable in the spring and fall, is an-
other passion for the couple. “We 
wanted green space, a lake, golf and 
nature. We avoid crowds during our 
vacation time. This group of cottages 
has golfing nearby and, in fact, golf 
is part of the package.” 

Their five-week share during the 
year includes two weeks in summer 
plus one week in each of the other 
seasons. They plan to rent out one of 
their summer weeks in the heat of 
August on an ongoing basis, so they 
can take advantage of the cooler sea-
sons. “The flexibility of fractional own-
ership is attractive,” Betty notes. “We 
can also do an exchange with frac-
tional owners elsewhere in the world, 
which opens up a whole new aspect 
of rentals and travelling. For now, 
though, we’re enjoying the quaint and 
quality Muskoka experience we were 
promised.”

Oakville-based physicians Mary 
Zamora and her husband, Jim Kovacs, 
have owned a fractional cottage in On-
tario since 1999. “We use it all year 
long. In fact, we purchased two addi-
tional shares, so we could enjoy more 
time there,” says Mary. “We sometimes 
offer weeks to friends or trade through 
the exchange company. We’ve even 
rented out and used that money to-
ward a vacation elsewhere.”

The couple has a 5-year-old daugh-
ter, Kathleen, and find the property’s 
natural environment perfect for family 
activities. “We can take Kathleen for 
walks without worrying about busy 
road traffic. In the summer we boat 

into town for groceries or ice cream. 
At our fingertips are beach areas, 
docks, hiking, tennis and, in winter, 
cross-country skiing and an ice-skating 
rink,” says Mary, noting that Kathleen 
is learning to ski and tube at a local 
slope. Nearby, there is also golfing and 
a small town where they can go to 
restaurants and pick up amenities. 

For Jim and Mary, the decision to 
go fractional had a lot to do with the 
initial financial investment. “Although 
we’re professionals, we’re in a gen-
eration that can’t afford to buy what 
it likes,” Mary explains. “Prices had 
skyrocketed before we decided to get 
into the vacation real-estate market. 
And because we’re doctors, we have 
to plan well ahead for vacation time 
anyway, so fractional ownership was 
the answer.”

Since they are very busy and have 
limited leisure time, the no-mainte-
nance aspect was also appealing. Mary 
remembers the year when a tornado 
felled many trees and caused a lot of 
damage in the area. “It’s a real com-
munity there. People checked on each 
other to be sure everyone was safe, 
and the maintenance people were 
there with chainsaws. When we came 
back the next time, everything had 
been taken care of.”

Tony and Grace Paluzzi are also frac-
tional owners. This year, the Toronto-
based couple spent part of the sum-
mer with their three children in their 
vacation home in the Kawarthas. 
“Grace and I had a wonderful time, 
and the kids liked the pool and ready 
access to the lake with its water 
sports,” says Tony, who is an executive 
with a marble and tile company.

The project’s location and quality 
were what clinched their decision to 
buy. “It was easy to get to from To-

ronto and was priced right,” says Tony. 
“We see Kawartha values now doing 
what Muskoka land has already done 
and we are very content. We made a 
solid investment in our family lifestyle 
for this and the next generation.”

Fractional properties are a four-
season investment. If your idea of 
heaven-on-earth involves plunging 
into cool lake waters beneath the July 
sun, schussing through a spray of 
powder to chase away the January 
doldrums, putting on manicured golf 

greens in the fresh spring air, or catch-
ing a glimpse of deer, as the leaves 
turn brilliant colours in the fall, they 
can deliver. Factional ownership op-
portunities in Ontario are perfect if 
you are looking for vacation magic—
all year long.

For more than 25 years, Myles 
Lawlor has been marketing 
residential and resort properties, 
primarily through the advertising 
agency Lawlor & Company. 

Fractional trends
“Currently, Ontario has a wealth of choice for shared ownership. The majority 

of properties for sale in Ontario offer a four-season vacation-home community, 
from rustic cottages and chalets to year-round resorts,” notes Kim Sopinka of 
fractions.ca, an on-line resource for fractional ownership in Ontario. According 
to the website’s recent study of 23 Ontario communities, (including those that 
have been completed and sold, and those in development and presently on the 
market), 60 per cent of the product in the province is sold in five-week shares, or 
one-10ths, with a variety of interval calendars available. “Whether it is fixed or 
rotating weeks, all owners share prime time,” says Sopinka. 

The size of intervals varies slightly in other provinces and in the United States. 
According to the shared-ownership report published annually by Richard Ragatz, 
a leading American feasibility analyst and market researcher in the resort real-
estate industry, the most frequently purchased share sizes in North America are 
one-quarters (34 per cent); one-tenths, or five weeks (21 per cent); and one-
eighths (21 per cent).

Two of the Ontario builders in the fractions.ca survey offered individual 
properties (as opposed to community developments). It’s a trend that’s popular in 
the U.S., says Michael Stevens, also of fractions.ca. “We fully expect that this 
approach will develop in Ontario in the next seven years.”

When it comes to amenities, spas, tennis and golf are the most popular, notes 
international real-estate advisory firm NorthCourse in its 2008 Fractional Interest 
Report, which covers North America and the Caribbean. In Ontario, the offerings 
go even further. “While 68 per cent [of properties] have beaches and 89 per cent 
offer the use of boats and canoes, a surprising 47 per cent have either an indoor 
or outdoor pool,” says Sopinka. “Winter sports and activities—from skiing and 
tubing to snowmobiles and snowshoeing—are close by or on-site. Skating is also 
available at 58 per cent of the developments.” 

Ontario’s properties are primarily family-focused, but some offer spa facilities, 
clubhouses and fitness clubs. Trails are the most-used four-season amenity in 63 
per cent of all sites and 53 per cent offer property-exchange programs. 

For more survey findings, visit fractions.ca.
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R
esearching a property is an 
essential part of the buying 
process. You need to see the 
location, check out what has 

been built, talk to other owners and 
get a feel for the region. It’s an excit-
ing adventure, but it may leave you 
a little tired at the end of the day. To 
maximize your search time, it’s a good 
idea to stay overnight in the area. 
That way, you can explore not only 
the developments you are interested 
in but also the nearby communities, 
and as well indulge in a favourite ac-
tivity such as golf, skiing, boating, 
fishing or hiking.

Collingwood
The Pretty River Inn, a 10-minute 

drive from the town of Collingwood, 
is perched on the Niagara Escarpment 
and has hiking trails, meadows, or-
chards, a stream, ponds and a saltwa-
ter pool. There are 11 guestrooms 
with wood-burning fireplaces in this 
125-acre property, and the rate in-
cludes a full country breakfast. Resid-
ing on-site are reindeer, as well as 
Percheron and miniature Icelandic 
horses. Nearby is chef Michael 
Stadtländer’s Eiginsinn Farm, famous 
among discerning foodies around the 
world. 

If you’re looking for an urban ex-
perience, head to the Beild House 
Country Inn & Spa, which is located 
in the heart of Collingwood. A grand 
turn-of-the-last-century structure, the 
inn was designed by architect Eden 
Smith, known for the homes he built 
in the Toronto neighbourhoods of 
Wychwood Park and Forest Hill. There 
are 11 rooms, most with fireplaces, 
and breakfast choices include delicious 
apple crêpes. The Beild also serves din-
ner, and guests have the option of 
making their selections from a menu 
on the inn’s website a day prior to their 
arrival.

Eastern Ontario 
The Cove Country Inn Resort & Spa 

is located in the quaint town of 
Wesport, in the Rideau Lakes region. 
Nestled on the shores of the Upper 
Rideau Lake, the Cove has 15 suites, 
some with Jacuzzis, fireplaces and 
water views. It offers fine dining, en-
tertainment, spa services and high-
speed Internet access. Canoes and 
kayaks are available free for guests, 
and close by are the wonderful hiking 
and cross-country ski trails of Foley 
Mountain Park.

On the outskirts of Westport is the 
Stepping Stone Inn, a restored 1840s 
stone mansion. All the rooms at this 
inn, which is designated as an his-
torical bed-and-breakfast, are fur-

nished with antiques, and the luxury 
suites feature Jacuzzis, fireplaces and 
private sitting areas. The 50-acre prop-
erty has spectacular gardens and a 
fish-stocked pond.

Haliburton 
Sir Sam’s Inn is a well-established 

resort with a magnificent view over 
Eagle Lake. Many of its rooms boast 
walkout decks, whirlpool baths and 
wood-burning fireplaces. There’s also 
a delightful water spa with salinated 
waters to refresh aching feet and legs 

after a day of property inspections.
At the south tip of Algonquin Park 

is Domain of Killien, a private estate 
set on 5,000 acres of forests and lakes. 
The inn is owned by the son of a Eu-
ropean count. The main log building, 
formerly a hunting lodge, houses the 
restaurant where classic French cuisine 
is served. 

Kawarthas
Eganridge Inn & Spa, a manor house 

built in 1837 with square-timbered 
logs, has a sweeping lawn that ends 
at Sturgeon Lake, part of the Trent 
Severn Waterway. The chef hails from 
Lausanne and the restaurant serves 
some of the best butter tarts in the 
land. There are also cottages on the 
property and a country club.

muskoka
The Inn at Manitou is a great choice 

for the Parry Sound area near Geor-
gian Bay. It is a luxurious 35-room 
Relais & Châteaux inn with an out-
standing restaurant featuring French 
cuisine with international influences. 

Activities on-site include tennis, golf, 
swimming and paddling. 

Near Port Carling, on Lake Joseph, 
is the Sherwood Inn, a Delta Hotel 
Muskoka resort. Its cottages are com-
fortably appointed and the main build-
ing offers Colonial-style rooms with 

stunning views of the property. 
After a day of property searching, 

there's nothing like a good meal, and 
a luxurious place to rest your head. 

Maureen Littlejohn is a Toronto-
based freelance writer and editor. 

Search inn style
Stay overnight and get to know the region
By Maureen LittLejohn

Eganridge Inn & Spa
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INN WEBSITES
Collingwood
Pretty River Inn: prettyriverinn.com
Beildhouse  
Country Inn: beildhouse.com

Eastern Ontario
The Cove Country Inn Resort & Spa: 
coveinn.com
The Stepping Stone Inn & Conference 
Resort: steppingstoneinn.com

Haliburton
Sir Sam’s Inn: sirsamsinn.com
Domain of Killien:  
domainofkillien.com

Kawarthas
Eganridge Inn & Spa: eganridge.com

Muskoka
Inn at Manitou: manitou-online.com
Delta Sherwood Inn: deltahotels.com/
hotels/hotelinfohtml?categoryID= 
1&hotelId=48

domain of Killien

Sir Sam's Inn

The Cove Country Inn

courtesy jean-edouard de marenches

courtesy the cove country inn

courtesy sir sam's inn
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the ultimate gift
When you give a fractional property, you’re 
creating a legacy By GLoria CoLLinSon

I
f you’ve ever had a cottage, you’ll 
remember how much fun it was 
to spend your vacations there with 
family and friends. You’ll remem-

ber bright blue skies and the warmth 
of the sun on your back. Going in and 
getting out of the water—all day long. 
Sailing into the wind. Enjoying the 
stillness of a summer night until the 
cry of a loon or the hoot of an owl 
breaks the silence. Gazing at the stars 
twinkling in a velvet sky. Singing 
around the fire, toasting marshmal-
lows. Golden autumn afternoons hik-
ing in the bush. Crisp, cold winter days 
of cross-country skiing topped with 
cozy evenings around the fireplace. 

These are all glorious cottage expe-
riences cherished for years by every-
one in the family. Nowadays, most of 
us are too busy or less energetic than 
we were in our younger years. We just 
want to enjoy our vacation time, but 
without those tasks that go hand in 
hand with owning a cottage—tending 
the garden, cutting the grass, main-
taining the dock, repairing the roof, 
the endless cleaning. Plus, it’s a lot of 
work preparing for friends dropping 
by. All of these responsibilities detract 
from our real vacation goals—to relax 
and spend time with the family.

There is an affordable, totally care-
free cottage-vacation alternative. 
Fractional, or interval, ownership al-
lows you to take a holiday at least 
five times a year—more if you want. 
You’ll own a share in a beautiful cot-
tage along the shores of one of On-
tario’s loveliest lakes. You’ll be able 

to enjoy all four seasons of the year 
without a thought to the drudgery 
involved in sole ownership.

It’s only September now, but with 
the holidays right around the corner, 
the season for gift-giving is fast ap-
proaching. A share in one of these 
fractional developments makes a won-
derful present. When you give some-
one an interval at a gorgeous prop-
erty that can be used year-round, 
worry-free, it’s a gift that will give plea-
sure to the whole family as well as 
instill the spirit of sharing and togeth-
erness for many generations. 

Cottage properties available in frac-
tions are generally located on prime 

waterfront real estate in the most desir-
able vacation spots in Ontario. Built to 
last for generations, these properties 
offer fully furnished and equipped 
two- or three-bedroom luxury cot-
tages that are air-conditioned in the 
summer and heated in the cooler sea-
sons. They are cleaned and fully main-
tained by the management company. 

Activities and amenities abound at 
these properties—exclusive clubhous-
es with large fireplaces, intimate the-
atre rooms with big TV screens and, 
occasionally, a pool table, as well as 
fully equipped children’s play areas, 

Internet access and 
satellite TV. Also on-
site are spas, swim-
ming pools and exer-
cise facilities. There is 
a wide range of sports 

activities all year—tennis, racquetball, 
white-water rafting, cross-country and 
downhill skiing, snowmobiling, snow-
shoeing and hiking. Kayaking and ten-
nis lessons are offered at some of the 
properties, and horseback-riding les-
sons will be available soon. 

Developers in Ontario have also 
added another major attraction to 
their fractional-ownership package—
provision for the initiation and first 
year’s membership in one of two ma-
jor vacation-exchange companies, RCI 
and Interval International. The mem-
bership allows new owners to ex-

change one or more of their fraction-
al weeks for a vacation in another 
resort of the same quality in another 
Canadian province, in the U.S. or in 
any of more than 100 countries around 
the world. This provides a much wid-
er range of new, exciting destinations 
and cultures for family members, 
young and old, to experience and 
share. 

Never before has so much luxury 
been available—and affordable. A gift 
of a fractional property is more than 
bricks and mortar. Consider it a gift 
of shared experiences and memories 
for your family now as well as for fu-
ture generations. 

Gloria Collinson is past president of 
the Canadian Resort Development 
Association. 

It’s a gift that will give pleasure to  

the whole family as well as instill the  

spirit of sharing and togetherness  

for many generations

istock

courtesy the cove country inn
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O
ne of the best ways to en-
joy nature and get some 
exercise is to hit the trails. 

In Ontario we are lucky 
to have a multitude to explore, from 
the 800 km Bruce Trail in Ontario, to 
the 387 km Rideau Trail, plus a multi-
tude of provincial park footpaths.

The trails
the Bruce trail, Canada’s oldest 

and longest footpath, provides the 
only public access to the magnificent 
Niagara Escarpment, a UNESCO World 
Biosphere Reserve. There are only 12 
such reserves in all of Canada. It runs 
from Queenston near Niagara Falls to 
Tobermory, at the tip of the Bruce Pen-
insula in Georgian Bay. The area 
around Tobermory is especially stun-
ning, with turquoise lake vistas and 
stacked limestone formations.

The Niagara Escarpment encom-
passes farms, recreation areas, sweep-
ing scenic views, cliffs, clear streams, 
wetlands, pebbled beaches, rolling 

hills, pristine waterfalls, wildlife habi-
tats, historic sites, villages, towns and 
cities. Known as one of the world’s 
most unique natural wonders, the 
725-kilometre-long Niagara Escarp-
ment began to take shape over 450 
million years ago as the bed of a trop-
ical sea. During the millions of years 
that followed, the sediments were 
compressed into rock, and the pro-
gressive action of glaciers, water flows 
and the elements caused the very dra-
matic land forms we see today. These 
include sea stacks, karst formation 
caves, deep valleys, scenic waterfalls, 
rugged hills, and spectacular cliffs.

the rideau trail is a hiking trail from 
Kingston to Ottawa. Its registered trade-
mark is a red-orange isosceles triangle 
used to mark the main trail. In addition 
to the main trail, there are a number of 
side trails that are marked by blue tri-
angles. Like the Bruce Trail, it traverses 
a range of terrain, from placid farmland 
to the rugged Canadian Shield. 

Hiking can be done alone, with a 

partner, or in groups with clubs that 
cater to every experience level. Many 
trails have associations that you can 
access through the Internet. Usually 
there are local group contacts, maps, 
special programs and volunteer op-
portunities posted on the sites.

 
Walking gear

The first step for happy hiking is 
investing in solid footwear. “If you are 
just going short distances on day trips, 
a sturdy pair of walking shoes is fine,” 
says Harold Sellers, who teaches the 
Standard Hike Leader Course at Sen-
eca College in King City, Ont. “For 
rougher terrain, you’ll need a good 
pair of hiking boots. A heavier boot 
provides support and protects you 
from sprains. When buying, get some-
one knowledgeable about fit,” he 
advises. To keep feet comfortable, 
many hikers wear two pairs of socks, 
a thinner synthetic one inside and a 
thicker synthetic or wool outer pair. 
“Avoid cotton, it holds the moisture 
and sticks to the skin,” says Sellers.

You’ll also need a wide-brimmed 
hat for sun or rain, water (one litre for 
a 2-hour hike), fanny pack with a 
bottle holder, insect repellant, sun-
screen, moleskin for blisters, high en-
ergy snacks, a map, and trail guide 
outlining levels of difficulty. For safety, 
Sellers recommends letting someone 
know what time you’ll return.

Fitness level is key when deciding 
where to go. For beginners, take easy 
footpaths that link parklands, or con-
servation areas with well-marked 
paths. Serious fitness buffs can choose 
more challenging routes.

The Complete Guide to Walking in 
Canada, by Elliott Katz (Firefly Books, 
2001) offers these tips for hills: “When 
going uphill take slow, short steps and 
avoid long strides. As the grade gets 
steeper, slow your pace but keep the 
rhythm steady and keep your energy 
output at a comfortable level. Going 
downhill is easier on the heart and 
lungs, but harder on knees, ankles and 
feet. Shorten your stride and slow 
down to reduce wear and tear. Make 
sure boots are laced tightly to avoid 
blisters forming from your feet sliding 
forward.”

Hiking is one of the most enjoyable 
ways to get exercise in cottage coun-
try. When you go, remember to slow 
down, breathe deep and take a mo-
ment to marvel at all around you.

Maureen Littlejohn is a Toronto-
based freelance writer and editor.

take a hike
Explore Ontario’s flora and fauna on its many trails
By Maureen LittLejohn

Happy trails
trans Canada trail: (800) 465-3636, tctrail.ca 
Bruce trail: (800) 665-HIKE, brucetrail.org 
hike ontario: (800) 894-7249, hikeontario.com 
rideau trail association: (613) 545-0823, rideautrail.org

Hike checklist
✔ Water – A 1-2 litre bottle
✔ High-energy snacks such as nuts  

or trail mix
✔ Hat
✔ Map
✔ Sunglasses, jacket, extra socks,  

rain poncho
✔ Bug spray, sunscreen
✔ Compass
✔ Moleskin
FOR LONGER HIKES ALSO BRING:
✔ Small first-aid kit
✔ Survival blanket
✔ Waterproof matches or lighter
✔ Flashlight

The Rideau Trail
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